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P 2 A

Quarterly message of the Chief Justice

W& 1 tween their district court cases and some supreme court

4 cases. During this first quarter of 2020, two (2) Associate
justice applicants were under consideration by the Judicial
Conduct Commission who sent both applicants to Presi-
dent Jonathan Nez for his consideration. The Hashkégji
Nahatdaj 22 (Judicial Branch
recruit candidates to fill the second associate justice posi-
tion.

JUDGES3d TRAI NI NG AND DOheMNNA- C
tional Judici al Coll ege, Re
training arena for the Navajo Nation judges for many
years. My observation, in 2018, was that we spent thou-
sands of dollars off the Navajo Nation for legal training.
My thought and vision has been that we need to stay local
for training since we have our own Navajo legal experts to
call upon. To that end, all of the 2018 training require-
Y80 8t 6 ®®hDOO6SKighéi; AdbAIKADNa h a t Niaamehtd (14 hours of legal training per year) for Navajo Na-
taani 24t Honorable Navajo Nation Council Delegatedion judges was fulfilled within the Navajo Nation and
DG06 Alaaji HozhoGjiNa h at d aj 3JohathdhaNeza Roetaught by Navajo legal experts. Based on this accomplish-
Myron LizerAkadé Dajizdahyigi, DO6 distinguished guests. ment, and to remain on the Nation in the future, | present-

[ respectfully present yo wedthdidea of ataying l@a with DMé& Qoleyed(aof dware |
Branch) First Quarterly Report for Fiscal Year 202@ h at efforts had begun for
G h N,Nsgparation of SeasonsNi | ¢ h 69mallsvéind;sC20 | | ege of Law). Thus, we
Nilchditsoh, Big Wi nd. assist us with training resources and personnel for training
A HIGHLIGHT IN THIS QUARTER: 3 NEW NAVAJO NAT@Nes and staff. During these rounds of conversations
PROBATIONARY JUDGES1e Has hk ®®j 2 ddauhtainirdy,8DindBCobegecPnesident reached out to the
extends a heartfelt appr e dudied Branch fot imput forhheir develspmén®oRg Collede a
Branch employees, Navajo Nation President Jonathan Neazf, Law.

Navajo Nation Law and Order Committee, Navajo Nati@021 and 2022 NAVAJO NATION GENERAL FUND BUDC
Naadbi kdi yati 6 C otm Navajot Mation ET&: nTdh et h Bla s2Mk ®®j 2 Nahat 08
Council-Nahat daj 2?2 Nadhat aa B 815600659 Millionrincreaseén General Funds in ghe lasb2n
of three (3) new Navajo Nation probationary judges on Deudget cycles for 2019 and 2020. We received Navajo
cember 19, 2019. Nation General Funds of $14,924,653 for the current Fis-
The addition of 3 new judges will expand the ability of theal Year 2020. The submission of the 2021 budget is now
Navajo Nation courts to adjudicate more cases in a shortarnderway. And it is not too soon to look at 2022. There
time frame. It has always been the vision and requiremerdre 193 employees funded by general funds and 28 em-
of the Judicial Branch to attend to cases in the most effiployees funded by Public Law 9838 funds. The Hash-
cient and effective means possible. The addition of 3 nelk ® ® ] 2 Nahat 68 Branch has do
judges increases the ability to fully pursue Diné lsecure approximately $4,782,641 external funds, includ-

beenahazd 8ani. whi ch al | ingBureau of ;ndiad Affdiis and d.5. DdpartamenicohJustice
body the traditional values and processes of the Navajtunds.
People. FACILITY NEEDS CONTINUES TO BE A PRIORETNto-

The achievement of recruiting 3 new district court judgeposed Shiprock Judicial Complex includes a court building
is monumental. The work, however, is not done sincand remains on priority setting due to inadequate room
there exists seven (7) district court judge vacancies in thand unsafe building conditions. The current court case-
Navajo Nation. load cannot be sustained in the present quarters. Like-
THE NAVAJO NATION SUPREME COURT IS CLOSEWIiEe Alle Kayenta Judicial District building cannot continue
QUIRING A FULL PANEDBEe Navajo Nation Supreme Courto sustain caseloads. The Window Rock District Court
consists of the Chief Justice and two (2) associate justicesnoved its operation within the Administration of Courts
There has been a gap of nearly ten (10) years since a fudlilding in 2018 due to an unsafe building. The staff con-
panel of the Navajo Nation Supreme Court has existetinues to operation under these conditions until other
Currently, JoAnn B. Jayne is the Chief Justice and onehuofildings are secured. With assistance and support from
the Associate Justices is Justice Eleanor Shirley. Withouttze Law and Order Committee of the 24th Navajo Nation
second associate justice, district court judges had beeil@ouncil, we continue to look for court space and funding.
called upon to sit as an associate justice by designationasThe Hashk®®j 2 Nahat 68 bran
allowable in the Navajo Nation Code. This designation crexents in the 1st Quarterly 2020 report to the Legislative
ated a decade of district court judges spending time beand Executive branches and to the Dinéd
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